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gave place to new industries, and thus manufacturing in Japan was
completely transformed from what it had been ten or twenty years
before Especially, as a result of a change in the tariff system in 1911
whereby Japan was freed from the conventional tariff, various
branches of industry were greatly benefited by tariff protection, and
their development was accelerated Figures concerning the number
of factories, employees, industrial companies, capital, trade, and cus
toms tariffs all reflected a great industrial advance This tendency by
no means declined in the beginning of the Taisho period (1912),
and in 1914 when the European War was on, Japanese industry en
joyed unprecedented prosperity owing to the fact that the demand
for goods in the domestic market increased as the import of foreign
goods decreased or even stopped, commodity prices climbed, new
markets were acquired abroad, and orders for ammunition arrived
New factories were continually built, and the old plants were en
larged Technical skill also improved Those industries which had
not been on a paying footing because of foreign competition grasped
this unique chance to rise Indeed economic circles enjoyed a golden
age A few figures will show industrial conditions during this
period In 1918 factories employing over ten workmen numbered
22,391 The export of manufactured goods was 43 5% of all exports,
while the import of manufactured goods was 101% of alT imports
World War Helps
Honest, skilled and contented labour, simple management, and
efficient business methods are not the only factors that lead to success
of industries in Japan Some other factors contributed their share,
and the great World War of 1914 proved a great blessing to Japan
May I say it was a godsent opportunity
The Great War was the starting point in Japans speeding up
process for some reasons not whollv obvious How much the out
break of that war meant to the development of Japanese industry
cannot be grasped without taking into account Japanese German